As representatives of the commercial tourism industry so frequently like to remind us, many protected areas worldwide were established for recreation as well as conservation; and as parks agencies like to remind us, managing park visitors commonly consumes far more of their staff time and budgets than managing natural resources. What, then, does this book have to tell us about tourism in parks? F r o m a t o u r i s m r e s e a r c h e r ' s p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e r e a r e perhaps three threads of information. The first is simply to take the book at face value, a representation of how senior staff and researchers in protected area management see their own role. From this we would conclude, perhaps, that tourism and recreation are rather minor considerations in protected area management. The second thread is to pick out the particular pieces of text which refer indirectly to tourism and recreation, albeit under other headings. Table 9 .1, for example, (pp.225-227) lists a set of 30 threats to protected areas, of wh i c h t wo a r e r e l a t e d t o t o u r i s m: " o n -s i t e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a n d t o u r i s m d e v e l o p me n t " a n d
o f ma t e r i a l t h a t h a s n o t b e e n h i t h e r t o a v a i l a b l e a t a g l o b a l s c a l e i n a s i n g l e v o l u me " .
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T h e t h i r d t h r e a d i
There is a chapter on community conserved areas and another on collaboratively managed protected areas, both written by Ashish Kothari, and one on landscape-scale linkages. There is rather little, however, on private protected areas: a paragraph on pp.119-120, and a short case study on p.129. The emphasis is strongly terrestrial, though there is one chapter specifically on marine protected areas.
Taking the book on its own terms, as a training manual for protected area management in Anglophone countries worldwide, we must certainly congratulate the editors and contributors for drawing together such a wealth of valuable material in a structured and comprehensible format. From the particular perspective of tourism research, the main c o n c l u s i o n wo u l d s e e m t o b e t h a t p r o t e c t e d a r e a ma n a g e r s d o n ' t a c t u a l l y s e e t o u r i s m a n d recreation as a very significant part of their task. And at a global scale, perhaps that is indeed how things should be. And closer to home, for those of us who happen to work on tourism in and around protected areas, perhaps it is a useful reminder that our favourite topic is only a very small part of a very big picture. 
